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PAGE 01 STATE 1 10185 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 L-03 PRS-01 JUSE-00 /017 R 

DRAETED BY EUR/SOV:MHENDERSON:VB 
APPROVED BY EUR/SOV:MGARRISON 
L:DVAGTS 

151350Z 009095/41 

R 142146ZMAY 77 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
INEO AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 110185 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEOR, PDIP, UR, US 

SUBJECT: YESENIN- VOLPIN SUIT 

1 . IN A MAY 6 MEETING WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ARMITAGE, SOVIET EMBASSY MINISTER-COUNSELOR VLADILLEN VASEV 
APPEALED AGAIN EOR THE DEPARTMENT TO INTERVENE, AS A "FRIEND 
OE THE COURT," TO HELP ESTABLISH IMMUNITY EROM SUIT EOR TASS 
AND NOVOSTI. THE LIBEL SUIT BROUGHT BY PROEESSOR ALEXANDER 
YESENIN- VOLPIN IN THE US DISTRICT COURT EOR THE SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT OE NEW YORK ALLEGES TASS, NOVOSTI, AND THE DAILY 
WORKER SUBJECTED HIM TO "RIDICULE AND CONTEMPT" BY DESCRIB- 
ING HIM AS "MENTALLY SICK." ARMITAGE REMINDED VASEV OE THE 
DEPARTMENT'S NOTE TO THE EMBASSY OE MARCH 29 WHICH EXPLAINED 
THE OPERATION OE THE SOVEREIGN IMMUNITIES ACT OE 1976 IN 

THIS CASE. THE ACT VESTS IN THE COURTS THE DETERMINATION 
OE IMMUNITIES. ARMITAGE REITERATED THE DEPARTMENT'S INABIL- 
ITY TO GIVE ANY UNSOLICITED ADVICE TO THE COURT AS TO THE 
IMMUNITY OE TASS AND NOVOSTI. 
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2. VASEV PLODDED THROUGH THE POINTS MADE IN PRIOR SOVIET 
EMBASSY NOTES (MARCH 18 AND 29) AND SUMMARIZED A NEW NOTE 
WHICH CALLS THE SUIT "A TYPICAL ANTI-SOVIET PROVOCATION"... 

"OBVIOUSLY EABRICATED IN ORDER TO DAMAGE" US/SOVIET RELA- 
TIONS. HE SAID THE SUIT "ENDANGERED SOVIET INEORMATION 

EACILITIES." 
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3. ARMITAGE CLOSED THE CONVERSATION BY NOTING THERE WERE 
TWO QUESTIONS WITH WHICH THE COURT ISSEIZED: I. THE 
IMMUNITY ISSUE, WHICH WILL BE DETERMINED EIRST; AND 2. THE 
SUBSTANCE OE THE SUIT, WHICH WILL ONLY RPT ONLY BE CONSI- 
DERED IF THE COURT SHOULD HOLD TASS AND/OR NOVOSTI NOT 
IMMUNE UNDER THE ACT. CHRISTOPHER 
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